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The Barbados Medicinal Cannabis Licensing Authority (BMCLA) and
the Barbados National Standards Institution (BNSI) announce a
strategic partnership for the development of quality standards for the
medicinal cannabis industry

November 5, 2021, Bridgetown, Barbados — The Barbados Medicinal
Cannabis Licensing Authority (BMCLA) received new industry
standards from the Barbados National Standards Institution (BNSI)
yesterday to support the local cannabis industry, with the aim to
ensure that the medicinal cannabis industry is held to the highest
ethical standards.

The strategic partnership between BNSI's standards, test methods,
certification, technical regulation support and training, and the
BMCLA's regulatory oversight of the cannabis industry allows both
entities to establish optimal qualities for medicinal cannabis products.

The first deliverable was the testing parametres for raw cannabis
material which was developed by the BNSI in collaboration with the
BMCLA and technical experts. Raw cannabis material is the primary
and fundamental ingredient in the production of medicinal cannabis
products.

The other deliverable from BNSI to the BMCLA was a standard for
packaging and labelling of medicinal cannabis products.

In the official handover, BMCLA's Chief Executive Officer (CEQ), Dr
Shantal Munro-Knight said, “We have worked with BNSI to develo
testing parameters as well as standards for packaging and Labeling.
These standards represent an important plank in our efforts to ensu
high quality standards in our industry, building out a culture that
fosters consumer trust and confidence that products, produced
locally and abroad are safe and efficacious.”
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She continued: “As regulators of an industry that impacts persons’
health and wellbeing —in the form as medicine — it is imperative that
our growers and processors can confirm the contents of their
products, so that information can be passed on to protect
consumers.”

The packaging and labelling standard developed under the authority
of the BNSI for the BMCLA is a business tool which provides clear
information to applicants and licensees on how to meet the
requirements of applicable regulation in conformance with the law.

BNSI’s Chief Technical Officer, Mr Fabian Scott explained that, “The
contributions of both the BNSI and the BMCLA present the industry
with coherent business acumen, scientific and technical expertise. In
this regard, the strategic partnership between the BNSI and the
BMCLA provides both steering and supporting mechanisms in the
forms of quality benchmarks, hand-holding and training to name a
few. Quality infrastructure support also helps shorten the life-cycle
from plant-to-product as quality is built into each step along the
production value-chain.”

“The strategic partnership, between the BNSI and the BMCLA,
demonstrates the leadership and maturity of the BMCLA having
embraced a Quality Culture. A Quality Culture embedded in the
cannabis industry illustrates the BMCLA's understanding of the needs
of their clients and investors. The BNSI looks forward to further
deepening its relationship with the BMCLA as Barbados builds its
cannabis industry,” he added.
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Note to Editors:

For more information, please contact:

Tracy Moore

Communications and Public Education Specialist
Barbados Medicinal Cannabis Licensing Authority (BMCLA)
office: (246) 421-4141 Ext . 228

cell: (246) 832-0980

email: tmoore@bmcla.bb

About the Barbados Medicinal Cannabis Licensing Authority:

The BMCLA, which was established via the Barbados Medicinal
Cannabis Industry Act, 2019, regulates the handling of the medicinal
cannabis industry. The BMCLA is responsible for developing policies,
procedures and guidelines to establish the medicinal cannabis



industry and to ensure the medicinal cannabis is available to patients
in a safe and efficient manner.

The BMCLA is responsible for the issuance of licences for cultivation,
processing, distribution, sale, transportation, import and export,
laboratory as well as the research and development of cannabis for
medical, scientific and therapeutic purposes.

For more information on the BMCLA, visit:

. https://www.facebook.com/thebmcla
. https://www.instagram.com/thebmcla/
. https://twitter.com/thebmcla
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